Disease burden and epidemiology of soil-transmitted helminthiases and schistosomiasis in Asia: the Japanese perspective.
The disease burden due to soil-transmitted helminthiases (STH) and schistosomiasis is not well documented in Asia. Both STH and schistosomiasis are chronic diseases but case detection is not easy because of the absence of clinical symptoms. STH and schistosomiasis are, however, endemic in Asia and their burden is significant. At the preparatory meeting for the Hashimoto Initiative in Japan in 1997, STH and schistosomiasis were categorized as Group 2 diseases. Parasitic infections in this category were well understood at the time but sophisticated control strategies were lacking. Japan has promoted comprehensive collaborative projects to reduce the burden of STH and schistosomiasis throughout Asia, creating an international network to collect epidemiological information and to implement and improve disease control, thus extending the school-based control method that had proved so successful in Japan.